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years after pinning on the gold bars of Second
Lieutenants. It was a time when the United
States was still deeply mired in the Vietnam
war.
The young men who made up the 50th
Company came from 42 of our 50 states and
represented all walk of life and ethnic heritages. Almost all of them had recently graduated from college, and were of an age at
which most of their contemporaries were starting their careers, not facing military service
and the rigors of war and sacrifice.
They were fully aware that the Vietnam war
did not receive the near universal support that
the country had offered the servicemen and
women of World War II, in whose shadow they
had grown up. The feelings of these men toward the war in Southeast Asia were as varied
as those of their countrymen.
Nevertheless, they accepted the risks inherent in their decision to become Army officers.
Despite their varied backgrounds and their
support for, or opposition to, the Vietnam war,
they shared more important traits—a love of
the United States of America, an abiding belief
in democracy, and a devotion to duty no matter the consequences. They had all volunteered for the OCS.
Within a year of graduation, over half would
receive orders for Vietnam. Two classmates
made the ultimate sacrifice for our country—
James DuPont from North Canton, Ohio and
Thomas Edgren from Libertyville, Illinois. Many
others were awarded the Purple Heart.
They all, no matter where they served,
made sacrifices as previous generations who
had served in the armed forces had sacrificed—separation from families, missed holidays, arduous and often dangerous work, and
sometimes miserable living conditions. And
sadly, for these men of the Vietnam era, their
sacrifices were often met upon their return
with indifference and even open hostility from
a seemingly ungrateful country.
Some of these men made the military a career. But most were classic ‘‘citizen soldiers’’
who returned to civilian life once they had
served. They raised families and became successful lawyers, doctors, ministers, teachers,
government workers, farmers, and business
men.
Over the years, most of the men of the 50th
Company put their time in the service behind
them. They lost contact with each other as
other life issues took precedence. But through
the efforts of a few determined classmates,
plans were laid for this fall’s reunion. They will
gather again at Fort Benning, another generation of Americans who laid down their plowshares to pick up rifles, only to beat them
back into plowshares when duty was honorably done.
At the reunion, these old comrades-in-arms
will renew the bonds that were forged 48
years ago through the long marches in the
brutal Georgia heat, the early morning runs in
combat boots and rain, the countless pushups,
and the brotherhood of blood and sweat of
hard Army training. Now they will share their
pride in having served.
I ask my colleagues to join me in pausing to
reflect on the sacrifices made by these men
and the millions of others they represent, and
to extend to them our personal thanks and the
thanks of our country.

VerDate Sep 11 2014

03:03 Oct 13, 2017

Jkt 079060

ST. OMER FOUNDATION

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2017
Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the St.
Omer Foundation as it commemorates a great
American family, the Carrolls, who played a
tremendous role in securing our constitutional
freedoms, and the founding of our country.
Prior to the American Revolution, and before the freedom of religion was enshrined in
the United States Constitution, Catholic families sent their children to France for an education. Many of these students attended an
English-speaking, Jesuit-run university in St.
Omer, France. Notable among these children
were the sons of the distinguished Carroll family, who owned much of Maryland, including
the future site of the United States Capitol.
Charles, Daniel, and John Carroll all studied
at the Jesuit University in St. Omer before returning to the colonies to play significant roles
in the American Revolution. In St. Omer, the
Carrolls learned the values that helped inspire
their participation in the fight for independence
from the British Empire. Charles Carroll signed
the Declaration of Independence, Daniel Carroll was involved in the ratification of the Articles of Confederation and the United States
Constitution, and John Carroll became the first
Catholic Archbishop of the United States,
founded Georgetown University, and established the first Catholic seminary in our country.
During the French Revolution, the Jesuit
University in St. Omer was disbanded, many
of its buildings were destroyed, and the memory of the Americans who studied in France
began to fade. Recently, the people of St.
Omer, alongside many friends in the United
States, sought to refresh this memory, and remind Americans and Frenchmen alike that the
American Revolution took some of its impetus
from a Jesuit university in the North of France.
Together, they restored the handsome Jesuit
chapel where the Carrolls attended mass as
students in the 18th century.
On October 15, Archbishop Lori of Baltimore
will cut the ribbon on this newly renovated
chapel and kick off a weekend of celebration
and dialogue surrounding the Carroll family
and their contribution to our great nation.
I thank the St. Omer Foundation for its contributions to help preserve the legacy of heroes of the American Revolution.
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Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Jim McLoughlin, an outspoken advocate for working families for over
forty years. The San Antonio Redevelopment
Plan’s twelve story tower located in the heart
of downtown San Jose, constructed in 1975
and 1976 thanks in large part to his efforts,
will be renamed in Jim’s honor.
Jim first joined Local 428 of the United Food
and Commercial Workers Union (then the Re-
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tail Clerks International Association) in 1937
as a clerk at Piggly Wiggly. A quick learner
and a natural leader, he was elected to lead
Local 428 that same year. His leadership continued for the next forty-three years, during
which time Jim expressed solidarity for his
brethren in labor throughout the world by serving as a trade union delegate to labor organizations in China, Argentina, Israel, Iceland and
Sweden.
Jim dedicated his life to organizing and civic
engagement. He was a member of the Committee on Political Education and the AFL–CIO
for over forty years. He participated on various
state task forces, including Governor Pat
Brown’s Committee on Automation and Employment in 1958, the Industrial CommissionMercantile Wage Board in 1972 and the California Attorney General’s Volunteer Advisory
Council in 1973. Serving as Vice President
among the 1.5 million members in the California Labor Federation from 1972 to 1980,
Jim made a substantial impact for a generation of working families in California.
Committed to social justice, Jim became a
lifetime member of the NAACP in 1955 and
was a delegate to the Labor Assembly for
Peace in Vietnam in 1967. He served on the
Santa Clara County Democratic Central Committee for over twenty years and acted as a
McGovern delegate on behalf of Northern
California Labor at the Democratic National
Convention in 1972.
Jim advocated for ‘‘guaranteed employment
rights, wages, and benefits which match the
cost of living to enable workers to be a force
and active contributors in the communities.’’
His worldview that the treatment of workers is
critical to the wellbeing of the community remains as relevant now as it was in Jim’s time.
I am proud to have been Jim’s friend, and
thankful for the many ways in which Jim advocated for workers in California and throughout
the world.
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Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Mr. Herman Roberts who is to be inducted into the Chicago Blues Hall of Fame
this Sunday, October 15, 2017.
Born in Beggs, Oklahoma in 1924, Herman
Roberts and his family moved to Chicago
when he was 12. He entered the workforce a
few years later working for a cab company
washing cars. At the age of 15, he was given
the responsibility of driving those cabs and by
1944, he became owner of his own business,
the Roberts Cab Company.
Mr. Speaker, like many young men of the
era Mr. Roberts fulfilled his patriotic duty by
serving in the army during World War II. After
returning from war, his ambition drove him to
innovation when, as he recalls, in 1947, he
became the first to install two-way radios in
his cabs.
Mr. Roberts has been a longtime resident of
the Southside of Chicago and a pioneer in
Chicago’s entertainment industry. He was one
of the first club owners in Chicago to provide
a non-segregated venue for Black entertainers
and in 1960, he expanded his enterprise to include motels.
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